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only in the day-time, and so invisible. Rising a few minutes
earlier each day, by the autumn—end of October, ploughing
time—they can be seen setting just before sunrise, the sign
which to Greeks of all periods marked the beginning of the
wintry season. Sinclair, commentary, p. 42.)
Hesiod seems to be now launched on his Year, but he
pauses to underline once more the general importance of
hard and steady work. " This is the law for the plains, and
for those who dwell near the sea, and whoso inhabit the
wooded glens far from the swelling waves, a fertile land:
Strip to sow and strip to follow the plough, and strip to
reap, if you wish to get in all the works (i.e. produce) of
the Corn-Goddess in due season ; that all things may grow
for you in season and that you may not thereafter, being
in want, go timidly to other men's houses, and get nothing
—even as you lately came to me ; but I am not going to
give you any more. Work, foolish Perses, the works that
the gods have ordained for men, that you may not, with
your wife and children, unhappily seek for food among
your neighbours and they take no notice. Twice or
thrice you may get something, but if you go on troubling
them your words will fall in vain. No, but I bid you
see how you may pay your debts and avoid hunger.
" First get a house and a woman and an ox for the plough,
and have your tools all ready in the house, that you may not
try to borrow from another, and he refuse, and you be without
one, and the season be going by and your work come to
nothing. And do not put things off till to-morrow and the
day after. ... A man who puts off his work is always at
hand-grips with ruin.1
" When the might of the fierce sun is ceasing from its
sultry heat, and mortals move more lightly—for then Sirius
goes-but little over the heads of mortal men by day, and
takes a greater share of the night—at that season the wood
that you cut is most proof against worms, when it is letting
fall its leaves and ceasing to grow. So then cut wood,
remembering to do all work in due season. ..."
1 Evelyn-White's translation.

